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Dedicated to the memory of my mother, truly a gift-giver
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Before writing this book, I touched many times on the topic of the gift economy, 
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or one kilo of bread, that is, as much as he needed for that day. He retorted, 
surely one kilo and no more. I responded: “You see, then, that such an idea is not 
utopian and is possible to be applied at least in one case; and probably there are 
many more cases like that.” Of course, I would not describe this proposed idea 
as realistic in the sense that most people would choose to do the same, that is, to 
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Soon thereafter the editorial team at Emerald was formed, headed by Brindha 
Thirunavukkarasu, who regularly followed the development of my manuscript.

Among other interlocutors who seriously contributed to the expansion of my 
knowledge of the topic and provided me with important references, for which 
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about how to evaluate the ex-Yugoslav political economy in the context of the 
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and for transcending traditional social and ethnic boundaries.
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singularly appropriate. One is John Jacobs, my proverbial and unmatched editor 
and proofreader, who sometimes understands better what I meant than I do. The 
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sociologist who explained why sociologists are so unpopular among other profes-
sions and broader audiences. It is because, as she says, we are the bearers of bad 
news rather than good news about the outlook of contemporary society. I hope 
that in this book I have succeeded in moving on a little bit from a such predica-
ment or at least in reducing the magnitude of the bad news as well as in trying out 
some good news as regards our common future on this planet. The prospect of a 
global shaping of the gift economy is one such piece of good news.
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